CITY OF MONROE
PARKS & RECREATION BOARD REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

October 17, 2019

7:00 p.m.

City Hall, Council Chambers

CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
[ ] Tami Kinney
[ ] Devlin Piplic
[ ] Daniel Enrico
[ ] Steve Whalen
[ ] Ron Petrick
[ ] Jessie Robinson
[ ] Michael Stanger

-Chairperson/Citizen
-Vice Chairperson/Monroe School District
-Secretary/Citizen
-Board Member/Citizen
-Board Member/Citizen
-Board Member/Citizen
-Board Member/Planning Commission

AGENDA REVISIONS
APPROVE MINUTES of September 19, 2019, meeting
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
Park Board 2020 Work Plan – worksheet to be provided at meeting
STAFF REPORTS/UPDATES
1.
Parks & Recreation Department Report
2.
AB 2019-012 Park Review – Cedar Grove Park
BOARD DISCUSSION
AGENCY REPORTS
1.
Planning Commission
2.
Monroe School District
ADJOURNMENT

Accommodations for people with disabilities will be provided upon request.
Please allow advance notice, call Denise Johns at (360) 863 4525.

CITY OF MONROE
PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MINUTES
September 19, 2019

7:00 p.m.

City Hall, Council Chambers

CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Kinney called the Park Board meeting to order at 7:04pm in City Hall Council
Chambers.
ROLL CALL
Boardmembers Present: Tami Kinney, Ron Petrick, Jessie Robinson, Devlin Piplic, Daniel Enrico
Boardmembers Absent: Michael Stanger
AGENDA REVISIONS - None
APPROVE MINUTES - Motion was made by Boardmember Petrick, seconded by Boardmember
Robinson, to approve the August 15, 2019 meeting minutes. Motion carried 4-0. Minutes of
approved August meeting minutes were signed by Chairperson Kinney and Boardmember Enrico.
Boardmember Enrico signed minutes from April and June 2019.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – None
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None
STAFF REPORTS/UPDATES
1. AB 19-011- East County Parks and Recreation District (ECPRD) Bond, Proposition
One: – Ms. Johns, Senior Park Planner, described outreach efforts to date, ongoing and
upcoming work of Strategies 360 to provide additional outreach materials. Strategies 360
work was discussed including their process, future work with the City; their final materials will
be sent to board members via email and will also appear on Facebook feeds. General
discussion followed on how to provide information to community members, vote
requirements, school district mass communication, and utility bill ECPRD insert.
2. Parks & Recreation Department Report – Director Farrell updated Boardmembers on
recent local events, projects, and activities referencing the attached Monthly Staff Report.
Discussion followed about the City’s Parks and Open Space Plan to be studied and updated
beginning in 2020. Director Farrell’s report included the Ribbon Cutting at Sky River’s new
exercise equipment; Lake Tye All-weather design development, permitting, funding, bidding
process, construction planned to begin spring 2020, and HD Hogan construction
management role; Forterra grant for interpretive and wayfinding signage; the SkykomishSnohomish River Coalition Recreation Planning coalition; higher number of (homeless)
camps found this month compared to last month; Herald reporter to shadow staff at Al Borlin;
and future interpretive feature will create a cohesive river identity, importance of hazard
warning, safety protocols and ecological benefits.
Director Farrell informed the Park Board that Boardmember Whalen advised the City he will
be unable to continue serving as Park Boardmember. Director Farrell expressed his
appreciation for Boardmember Whalen’s work with the City over the years; the notice
Boardmember available position is on the City’s website. Discussion followed about the
value of board members holding differing points of view and selection process.
3. Chairperson Kinney discussed the Park Board Work Plan; suggested Boardmembers visit
Blueberry Park because a group tour opportunity has passed. Director Farrell pointed out
the October meeting is targeted to update the work plan including the PROS Plan, Light up
Monroe at Traveler’s Park, event in November. Discussion followed about ‘living Christmas
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Tree’ and tree donations to the City, Director Farrell donations would be reviewed on a case
by case basis.
BOARD DISCUSSION - None

AGENCY REPORTS
A. Planning Commission – No Report
B. Monroe School District – Boardmember Devlin described work in process at various
schools including Frank Wagner, Hidden River and Chain Lake Schools. Discussions
took place about the availability of school play and athletic fields after hours and that the
City would be interested in promoting this use; only Monroe High School is inaccessible
after hours. City Council budget review was including funding for surveillance cameras
to be installed likely parks would be Lewis Street and Sky Valley Park, discussion
ensued about School District use of surveillance cameras. Memorial Field potential
future uses and various school district properties were discussed and is still being
reviewed, no decisions have been made.
Chairperson Kinney recommended the presentation by Deborah Knight, City Administrator be
postponed to a later date.
ADJOURNMENT – Chairperson Kinney requested a motion to adjourn, Boardmember Devlin
motioned to adjourn and Boardmember Enrico seconded, motion carried and meeting adjourned at
8:04 PM.

________________________________
Tami Kinney, Chairperson

_________________________________
Daniel Enrico, Secretary
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City of Monroe, Washington
Parks & Recreation Department

October, 2019

Mission
Protect and enhance the natural beauty of Monroe through the development of a vibrant system of parks, open space
and trails. Provide citizens of all ages positive recreational opportunities in clean, safe and accessible recreation
facilities. Enhance health, quality living and the natural environment for future generations.

Department Update
East County Parks & Recreation District Bond Measure – What is ECPRD?
The ECPRD is a separate parks district serving the City of Monroe and unincorporated areas of Snohomish County
including the Echo Lake, Maltby, Roosevelt and Rivmont neighborhoods. The ECPRD boundaries are roughly the
same as the Monroe School District boundaries. The East County Park and Recreation District fits a niche between
City and County park systems, helping to fill the gaps.
The ECPRD has not run a bond measure since 1999 (over twenty years ago). The District’s last bond measure was
paid off in 2008. The money was used to build Maltby Park and toward development of Sky River Park in Monroe.
The District is proposing a $26.5 million capital bond measure on the November 5, 2019, ballot in order to enhance
and expand recreation opportunities within the district, in Monroe and Snohomish County. Proposed projects in
Monroe include constructing all weather sports fields at Lake Tye; replacing playground structures at eight City
parks – Blueberry, Cedar Grove, Currie View, Hillcrest, Park Meadows, Stanton Meadows, Wales Street, and
Rainier View; acquiring land and developing a new neighborhood park in the North Hill area to serve the
Eaglemont, Sweetbrier, and Raspberry Hill neighborhoods; and extending the Chain Lake Road trail from Rainier
View to Brown Road. If approved by sixty percent of voters in November, the first-year cost estimates are
$0.16/$1,000 assessed value. For a home worth $500,000, this would be approximately $6.66/month or $80/year.
In 2023, the tax rate would increase to $0.26/$1,000 assessed value. For a $500,000 home the cost would be
$10.83/month or $130.00 per year. Estimated monthly impacts to an individual home worth $500,000 would be
equivalent to a Galaxy Theater movie ticket (~$10.00), one-month streaming services (~$8.99), or two Big Mac
meals (~$11.98). For more information about the bond measure visit the City’s website
www.monroewa.gov/826/ECPRD-Bond-Measure.
The City of Monroe has been working with our partners, Snohomish County and ECPRD to provide information and
take the opportunity to talk with community members regarding the upcoming The East County Park and
Recreation District (ECPRD) Bond Measure. Outreach methods have included distribution of informational
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materials, presentations to numerous community organizations, hosting information booths at area events such as
the Monroe Harvest Festival and social media outreach.
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Operations
Parks and Recreation Department team members have been busy wrapping up summer and kicking into fall
responsibilities. These include with daily recreation use of our park’s facilities and athletic fields, scheduled
maintenance, cleaning and repair work on facilities, equipment and landscaped areas. A few specific projects entail
picnic bench maintenance and fire hydrant painting.

Sarah Atwood performing maintenance on a picnic bench.

A newly painted fire hydrant.

Bat Houses were constructed and installed at Rotary Field a few weeks ago as part of an Eagle Scout project by
Parker Butterfield. Thank you Parker for your hard work!

New bat houses at Rotary Field
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New dog agility equipment has been installed at Wiggly Field’s Off-Leash Dog Park as part of an Eagle Scout
project by Alan Simchick. Thank you Alan for your hard work!

New dog agility equipment at Wiggly Field Off-Leash Dog Park

A dog fountain has been installed at Wiggly Field’s Off-Leash Dog Park. This fountain allows both a person and a
dog to hydrate. To operate, push the front button as you would a normal drinking fountain. The dog bowl at the
bottom of the fountain will fill up at the same time. The dog’s bowl is designed to drain slowly but holds the water
long enough for a dog to have a drink. This installation will also relieve the volunteers who have been regularly
supplying water to the dog park by hand. Kudos to our parks crew for their hard work!

New drinking fountain at Wiggly Field Off-Leash Dog Park
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Monroe Park Board
During their September meeting, the Monroe Park Board discussed the East County Park and Recreation District’s
proposed November election bond measure and started its process to develop its 2020 Work Plan.
Please visit www.choosemonroe.com, pick up a copy of the latest issue of Choose Monroe magazine and Parks &
Recreation Events & Programs Brochure for more community event happenings this month and throughout the
year!

Main Street Landscaping – Gateway Entrance Feature
The City is initiating a gateway (and wayfinding) sign program to greet visitors and residents with attractive signage
at its primary entry points. This fall City crews will be landscaping a future gateway site at a City-owned property
located on the north side of Main Street just west of the BNSF Railroad crossing. Work will include general clean
up, mulch groundcover, drought tolerant plant material including evergreen screening, and lighting installation.
Landscaping is the first step in preparing the site for a future gateway sign which will mark the entrance to Monroe’s
historic Main Street. The City’s signage and wayfinding programs are expected to be implemented in phases over
multiple years as funding becomes available.
Location for Gateway Entrance Feature

Conceptual Landscape
Plan for Gateway Entrance
Feature
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City Parks Unmarked Trails Inspections
Two years ago, a weekly maintenance monitoring emphasis by park staff was initiated on unmarked trails at Al
Borlin and Sky River Parks to identify and resolve, in cooperation with our Police Department, any unlawful
encampments that may occur in City parks.
The following is a summary of data for the past month:

Locations: Al Borlin Park, Lake Tye Park, Sky River Park
DATE

TOTAL
LABOR
HOURS

# BAGS OF
LITTER
COLLECTED

NOTES

9/5

2

2

1 camp at Al Borlin Park. Multiple camps observed on adjacent Cadman
property. Police contacted on both.

9/10

19.5

48

4 camps found. 2 at Sky River, 1 at Lake Tye, 1 at Al Borlin Park. Police
contacted.

9/11

4.5

30

9/17

6

15

9/24

4.5

2

Avg.

7.3

19.4

1 camp found along active railroad track adjacent to Al Borlin Park. Police
contacted.
No camps found.
No camps found.

Volunteer Opportunities
Join the City of Monroe team by volunteering your talent and time to support City programs, projects and events.
Volunteering is an opportunity to learn about Monroe’s diverse community, understand how local government works
and connect with other community members. The City offers on-going and one-time event volunteer opportunities.
If you are interested in volunteering, or seeking additional information, please contact Katie Darrow at (360) 8634519.
Visit the City website www.monroewa.gov for information on upcoming programs and events.

MONROE PARK BOARD
Agenda Bill No. 19-012
SUBJECT:

Park Review – Cedar Grove Park

DATE:
10/17/2019

DEPT:
Parks &
Recreation

CONTACT:
Mike Farrell

PRESENTER:
Mike Farrell

ITEM:
New Business A

Discussion:
Attachments:

1. Park Plan Snapshot – Cedar Grove Park

REQUESTED ACTION: None
DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND
Snapshot of park from the City’s 2015Park Plan describes location, size, classification of park;
its existing amenities and proposed improvements per the 20-year plan cycle. Improvements
identified in the City’s Parks and Recreation Open Space Plan (PROS) include Arbor/ trellis/
pergola with vines, improved park signs, interpretive signs, benches, seating.

FISCAL IMPACTS
PROS Plan estimated annual maintenance cost: $8,000
TIME CONSTRAINTS
The PROS Plan is regularly updated every 6 years, including extensive public input on park
and recreational needs and improvement projects. The next update is scheduled to
commence next year (2020).
ALTERNATIVES

Monroe Park & Recreation Comprehensive Plan

Cedar Grove Park
Address:
Size:
Zoning:
Park Classification:

15554 168th Ave S.E.
0.40 Acres
Urban Residential
Neighborhood Park

Existing Facilities:

Play Area, picnic tables, walking trails, and a drinking
fountain.
Arbor/ trellis/ pergola with vines, improved park signs,
interpretive signs, benches, seating

Proposed Improvements:

Design & Construction Cost: $55,800
Maintenance Level: I
Annual Maintenance Cost: $8,000

